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SUBJECT: TRAVEL BY AMERICAN CITIZENS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
REF: BEIRUT 11898 

1. BELIEVE MEDIA COVERAGE OF CURRENT FIGHTING MORE THAN 
SUFFICIENT TO ALERT US CITIZENS RE SITUATION IN MIDDLE 
EAST. IN RESPONSE TO INQUIRIES BY INTERESTED PARTIES, 

DEPT IS DISCOURAGING TRAVEL TO AREA. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT 
PLAN AT THIS TIME TO ISSUE PUBLIC STATEMENT. UP TO NOW 
SITUATION HAS NOT APPEARED SUFFICIENTLY SERIOUS TO WARRANT 
PUBLIC STATEMENT. WE ARE CONCERNED THAT PUBLIC STATEMENT 
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AT THIS POINT WARNING AGAINST TRAVEL TO AREA MIGHT BE 
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INTERPRETED AS INDICATING USG EXPECTS EVENTS TO TAKE A 
TURN FOR WORSE, AND THEREBY POSSIBLY CONTRIBUTE TO SUCH 
DEVELOPMENT. 

2. FOREGOING NOTWITHSTANDING, IF EMBASSY BELIEVES SITU- 
ATION OF AMERICAN CITIZENS CONTINUING TRAVEL TO SYRIA 
PRESENTS SUFFICIENTLY SERIOUS POTENTIAL PROBLEM TO WARRANT 
LOW KEY STATEMENT ISSUED LOCALLY IN BEIRUT, WE WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO CONSIDER AUTHORIZING SUCH STATEMENT BY EMB. 

3. FYI -AT PRESS BRIEFING 1800 EDT OCTOBER 7, AMBASSADOR 
MCCLOSKEY SAID THAT IN GENERAL PERSONAL PRUDENCE WOULD 
DICTATE THAT IF ONE IS PLANNING TO TRAVEL INTO THE AREA 
ONE MIGHT WANT TO THINK TWICE OR CONSIDER CAREFULLY HOW 
NECESSARY SUCH TRAVEL IS, BUT NO REPEAT NO INSTRUCTIONS 



AGAINST TRAVEL OF AMERICANS HAVE BEEN ISSUED AND NO 
REPEAT NO INSTRUCTIONS FOR EVACUATION OF AMERICANS IN THE 
AREA HAVE BEEN ISSUED. KISSINGER 
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